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Why We Need Multilingual Media 
That Supports Radical Activists, 
People of Color and Marginalized 
People 

 
When you are right you cannot be too radical; when you are wrong, you cannot be too 
conservative.” �

 Martin Luther King, Jr. quotes (Civil-Rights Leader. 1929-1968) 
 
Are you ready for a different type of radical 
media which supports radical activists, feminists , 
people of color, marginalized people and 
outreaches to Non-English speaking people? 
 
The below conversation took place on an 
English-Only community blog in Olympia, 
Washington when the BINN event was placed 
on the calendar of a community blog.  Reader 
discretion is advised as several members of the 
conversation have admitted to being racists and 
have launched into racist attacks.  It is the 
conversation that took place when several 
members of the English-only newspapers (and a 
few of their fans) became angered because they 
were asked not to come to the BINN conference.  
It has been posted here to give you an example 
of why there is an urgent need for new forms of 
media to be created which support radical 

http://thinkexist.com/quotation/when_you_are_right_you_cannot_be_too_radical-when/326296.html
http://thinkexist.com/quotation/when_you_are_right_you_cannot_be_too_radical-when/326296.html
http://thinkexist.com/quotes/martin_luther_king%2C_jr./
http://thinkexist.com/occupation/famous_civil-rights_leaders/
http://thinkexist.com/birthday/january_15/
http://thinkexist.com/birthday/april_4/
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activists, outreaches to Non-English speaking 
people and does not make politicians the front 
page news story, again and again. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

This is the actual conversation that 
took place, but every person’s 
name has been changed within this 
booklet, in order to protect the 

privacy of all people involved. 
 
 

“Every insult thrown at me was worth it to watch Jethro and Jr., members of Works in Progress 
(WIP or WHIP), disclose private information and a person's name, on a public blog, based on 
emails they received.  I want it to be a warning to those activist writers who are actually working 
for a better world who make the mistake of critiquing WIP or trusting WIP or any other 
newspapers that don't have strict privacy policies for protecting radical activists.” 

-Laura Rodriguez on Thu, 10/25/2007 - 9:24pm.(see page 20) 

“There is a great need to create a radical new form of multilingual, radical media which protects a 
person’s privacy, assures confidentiality and at the very least makes it mandotory that the staff and 
volunteers of the radical media organization are not permitted to reveal the names of people who 
contact them.  Many corporate and progressive newspapers in the Northwest such as WIP do not 
respect confidentiality.  Newspaper which which reveal a person’s idenetity like WIP especially 

endanger: 
·  Any undocumented immigrants who submit news stories and risks their very freedom by 

contacting newspapers that don’t practice confidentiality  
·  Any corporate or government whistleblowers who exposes corporate and government injustices 

by contacting newspapers that don’t practice confidentiality 
·  And woman or victim of domestic abuse who sends an article or contacts newspapers that don’t 

practice confidentiality to expose the domestic abuse in her life.  These victims may also risk 
their life when their violent domestic partners learn their private information as revealing 
private information is currently practiced by at least three members of WIP staff who have 
frequently revealed the names of people of color to the public who contacted WIP.” 

(See page 23) 

http://olyblog.net/user/karlamendez
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Volunteer Drop-In To Post Flyers for Bias in Northw est News and Media 
Conference  
Submitted by Jelly on Mon, 10/22/2007 - 9:14pm.  
Start: Oct 23 2007 - 6:00pm 
End: Oct 25 2007 - 8:00pm 

 
 
Between 6pm-8pm on Oct 23rd, at the Olympia Freeschool there will be BINN Flyers available for people to pick up and go post 
them everywhere! Help make BINN an inclusive event! 

Between 6pm-8pm on Oct 24th and 25th, there will be BINN Flyers available for people on an (on-call basis) to pick up and go 
post them everywhere! Help make BINN an inclusive event!  

Or, even better you can just print your own below and post them! Thanks everyone! 

  

PDF version of our "Playboy's Pro-Patriarchy" Flyer 
http://www.dsame.com/binn2007/BINN_conference_PatriarchyNewsFlyer.pdf 

http://www.dsame.com/binn2007/BINN_conference_PatriarchyNewsFlyer.pdf
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Document version of our "Playboy's Pro-Patriarchy"Flyer 
http://www.dsame.com/binn2007/BINN_conference_PatriarchyNewsFlyer.doc 

JPG version of our "Playboy's Pro-Patriarchy" Flyer (good for posting on blogs and websites) 
http://www.dsame.com/binn2007/BINN_conference_PatriarchyNews2.jpg 

Small JPG version of our "Playboy's Pro-Patriarchy" Flyer (good for posting on blogs and websites) 
http://www.dsame.com/binn2007/smallBINN_conference_PatriarchyNews.jpg 

printable PDF Flyer Below 
http://www.dsame.com/binn2007/binn2007poster.pdf 

printable Document Flyer Below 
http://www.dsame.com/binn2007/binn2007poster.pdf 

Free Pizza During the BINN Conference! 

Staff Members of the Olympian, the News Tribune, Works in Progress, Green Pages, The Sitting Duck, Riseup.net, The Volcano 
Weekly and Cooper Point Journal are asked not to enter this conference or the Volunteer Flyer Drop-In in order to encourage 
people to speak out about the way we’re left out 

http://www.dsame.com/binn.html 

   

Here's what can't be said at this "inclusive" event  

Submitted by Jethro B on Tue, 10/23/2007 - 1:47pm.  
As a member of the free, volunteer-operated progressive community newspaper Works In Progress, I have been excluded from 
this "inclusive" event. But here's what I would say if I were allowed in: Works In Progress would love to publish stories about 
people and events that have been excluded from the mainstream media. Although we have recently published stories about 
sexism, heterosexism, and the injustices of capitalism, no one has written anything and sent it to WIP lately about sexism in the 
mainstream local media, protests by people of color or immigrant issues. As Works In Progress publishes in every issue, "If you 
don't see your issue being covered in Works In Progress, it's because you aren't writing about it! (Or finding someone else to 
cover it!)"  

I would like to clarify that Works In Progress does not have a staff. Everyone involved with the publication of Works In Progress is 
a volunteer who donates his or her time (and often their money) in order to provide an outlet for voices that would otherwise be 
marginalized. Our volunteer collective includes a lot of women, people of color, and people with disabilities. We are inclusive. The 
only catch is that to participate, you have to show up and do the work. We don't have a stable of reporters we send out to cover 
events, so we need community members to write about the issues they are involved in -- no one else is going to do it for you. 
Please send stories to submissions@olywip.org. Unfortunately, we have limited resources (you know, money), so we can't publish 
everything, but we don't exclude stories because they are about marginalized people. When we don't have enough money to pay 
for enough space to publish everything submitted to us, the criteria we use for inclusion are how topical and how local the story is 
-- so we would publish a story about, say, Meta running for mayor of Olympia next month over a story about how capitalism is 
causing global warming.  

We invite people who feel marginalized and excluded from the mainstream media to get more involved with WIP! If you feel that 
way and you're willing to write about local progressive issues (or participate in the operation of WIP in another way), please write 
to submissions@olywip.org. We would really love to publish a story about patriarchism and sexism at our local mainstream 
newspaper in our November issue! Who wants to write it?  

·    

Open Letter To BINN: Thank You For Keeping Works In  Progress 
Out  

Submitted by LauraRodriguez on Tue, 10/23/2007 - 3:29pm.  
"no one has written anything and sent it to WIP lately about sexism in the mainstream local media" The only truth to that is the 
word "lately." If other writers are anything like me, they have stopped submitting information to WIP because so many times 
stories about sexism get censored, cut and deleted from WIP.,,and definitely not placed on the front cover. Never that. WIP just 
changed their website so now you can take a look at several of their front covers if you don't believe. Jethro said: "We are 
inclusive." No truth to that statement...unless you are only interested in inclusive to "English speaking people." The second largest 

http://www.dsame.com/binn2007/BINN_conference_PatriarchyNewsFlyer.doc
http://www.dsame.com/binn2007/BINN_conference_PatriarchyNews2.jpg
http://www.dsame.com/binn2007/smallBINN_conference_PatriarchyNews.jpg
http://www.dsame.com/binn2007/binn2007poster.pdf
http://www.dsame.com/binn2007/binn2007poster.pdf
http://www.dsame.com/binn.html
http://olyblog.net/volunteer-drop-post-flyers-bias-northwest-news-and-media-conference#comment-33699
http://olyblog.net/user/janet-b
http://olyblog.net/volunteer-drop-post-flyers-bias-northwest-news-and-media-conference#comment-33724
http://olyblog.net/volunteer-drop-post-flyers-bias-northwest-news-and-media-conference#comment-33724
http://olyblog.net/user/karlamendez


 5 

racial population in the USA (determined by Census 2000) is now Latino. Why can't WIP have even one page in Spanish? Many 
real activist publications like Slingshot have done it. WIP spends most of their pages and time worshipping (praise for some and 
insults for others) politicians. Take a look at the front cover of their current issue. Found here: 
http://www.olywip.org/site/page/issue/2007/10.html Jethro took the time to Interview a politician. When is the last time a 
transgendered person was interviewed...and placed on the front cover of WIP? All of the below issues are found on their website: 
2007 Issues 2006 Issues - December 2006 - November 2006 - October 2006 - September 2006 - August 2006 - July 2006 - June 
2006 - May 2006 - April 2006 - March 2006 - February 2006 - January 2006 2005 Issues 2003 Issues See if you find anything 
about sexism reaching the front cover. Count how many issues have a person of color on the front page the way they put a 
politician SOLELY on the front page of their current issue. But no, not racism. Don't say that. If WIp and other members of the 
progressive media really want to be change, why don't they create their own media reform conference instead of crying about how 
others are trying to organize themselves? The Free school makes it free of charge for free events so they really have no excuse. 
Just lies. I say to BINN: Thank You For Keeping Works In Progress and all other politician worshipping newspapers out. There is 
someone who loves a better world after all.  
»  

just silly  

Submitted by Rob Roy on Tue, 10/23/2007 - 4:05pm.  
If you have a problem with WIP, you should join them. They are a community newspaper. Perhaps they have a small number of 
volunteers who can't cover everything. Do you know a transgendered person? You should interview them and submit it, WIP will 
probably print it. Do you speak spanish? Maybe WIP needs a translator.  

All I see BINN doing is being divisive and petty and continuing the yes/no dichotomy. If you don't like something you should do 
something proactive about it, organizing a teardrop fest about how your article didn't get published years ago isn't how you change 
things. A better world? Not while you follow the status quo, friend. 

 

So write something instead of complaining  

Submitted by Jethro B on Tue, 10/23/2007 - 5:41pm.  
When have you sent WIP something, Laura? If you want to be change, write something. Your post is well written, so I'm sure you 
could write a story that would be publishable. We have rejected absolutely nothing about transgendered people since I have been 
involved with WIP. Nothing has been sent to us.  

Do you consider stories about the Ralph's boycott to be about sexism? I do -- there have been two on the cover in the last year. I 
would really like to see more feminist topics covered -- but no one has submitted anything.  

We couldn't possibly publish a page in Spanish unless someone fluent in Spanish joins the volunteer collective and does a lot of 
work. No one has offered to volunteer their time. Know anyone who fits the bill?  

Complaining is easier than work. Which do you choose?  

 

 

Like Jethro, I am going to  

Submitted by Jr. M on Tue, 10/23/2007 - 7:39pm.  

Like Jethro, I am going to ask Laura to be more specific in her accusation that “so many times stories about sexism get censored, 
cut and deleted from WIP.” I've been involved with Works In Progress for many years and will say that I can recall no instances of 
stories about sexism or racism or any other form of bigotry being censored. There have been a few instances in which we have 
opted not to run stories (on various topics) which make serious accusations without backing them up with any kind of evidence or 
specific information, as Laura has done here. Likewise, we have been disinclined to print articles making claims which are overtly 
and demonstrably untrue. For instance, Laura's statement that “WIP spends most of their pages and time worshiping (praise for 
some and insults for others) politicians” would be an example of a claim which is easily disproved by simply reviewing the WIP 
archive.  

http://olyblog.net/volunteer-drop-post-flyers-bias-northwest-news-and-media-conference#comment-33728
http://olyblog.net/user/rob-richards
http://olyblog.net/volunteer-drop-post-flyers-bias-northwest-news-and-media-conference#comment-33752
http://olyblog.net/user/janet-b
http://olyblog.net/volunteer-drop-post-flyers-bias-northwest-news-and-media-conference#comment-33766
http://olyblog.net/user/sandy-m
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There are any number of issues which could stand to have better coverage in WIP. Like Jethro said, those who wants to see a 
specific issue get better coverage in WIP should take the initiative to make it happen. That's what the paper is all about. Those of 
us involved with the enormous task of taking the paper to press each month are already doing more than our share of the work. 

 

»  

 

So start placing people of color articles on the fr ont, instead,  

Submitted by LauraRodriguez on Tue, 10/23/2007 - 8:40pm.  

"So write something instead of complaining." 
 
It is you who are complaining about marginlized people trying toorganize themselves so they don’t have to be dependent upon 
you..  Just as the forefathers/slave owners of his country complain everytime people of color and marginalized people get 
organized and stop being victims of your oppression. 
 
Here is my answer: 
 
So start placing people of color articles on the front, instead of hiding them in the back time and time again.  When you start doing 
that, you will see people start "thinking" and "hoping" that you actually take people of color articles seriously instead of the current 
Sitting Duck and Works in Progress routine of placing Anglo-Americans and Politicians on Center page, front page status and 
people of color articles in the back somewhere...buried, edited, without pictures and altogether censored. 
 
All the comments below seem to encourage people to submit articles.  You all miss the point.  You all sound like many of your 
forefathers who were upset when Latino folks requested a 1 cent penny raise from Taco Bell. You all sound like many of your 
forefathers who were upset when people of color were no longer satisfied with sitting at the back of the bus.   

We're tired of begging you to consider marginalized people important enough for the front page.  We’re tired of the back of the 
newspaper.  

Marginalized people weren't happy at the back of the bus, and we, as united, transgender people, as people of color, as disabled 
people aren’t happy about our articles being placed at the back of your newspapers time and time and time again. 
 
You say to me: 
 
"So write something instead of complaining." 
 
I say to you: 
 
...So organize your own Media Reform conference instead of complaining about people who've decided they are tired of your 
back-of-the-bus routine for people of color and marginalized writers. 

If you really want to be part of a Media Reform conference, organize your own, call the freeschool and you’ll find its free.  But what 
you rally want is to whine and complain and continue with the status quo of politicians and Anglo-Americans on the front page of 
each and every issue. 

Is anybody curious when the last time WIP had a person of color article on the front page, the way they have a politician currently 
as the SOLE front page article?  Not even a bi-line on the front page for other articles inside. 

WIP gets many events which were planned by people of color who work really hard all year long to plan the events and then WIP 
sticks them in a tiny article inside. 

When is the last time a person of color article made front page status in WIP within the last four years?  

Answer: It NEVER Happened.  Not once, NOT EVER.  The only time WIP (or in this case "WHIP") every had people of color on 
the front page is as a token part of a larger news piece that involved people who were not people of color.  Thats it. 

Below are links to all of the WIP News stories and front page articles in the last four years. 

http://olyblog.net/volunteer-drop-post-flyers-bias-northwest-news-and-media-conference#comment-33768
http://olyblog.net/user/karlamendez
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 There are many half-truths and false comments made on this thread, by WIP members of course.  Please take time for yourself to 
see the kind or race of people who WIP chooses for front page status again and again.  If you see a person of color on the front 
page: ask yourself, is it as the main story like the current October 2007 politician article, or is it tokenism?  

2007 Issues 
- October 2007  
- September 2007 
- August 2007 
- July 2007 
- June 2007 
- May 2007 
- April 2007 
- March 2007 
- February 2007 
- January 2007 
2006 Issues 
2005 Issues 
2003 Issues 

Works In Progress publishes in every issue, "If you don't see your issue being covered in Works In Progress, it's because you 
aren't writing about it! (Or finding someone else to cover it!)" 

The actual phrase should be: 

 "If you don't see your issue being covered in Works In Progress, it's because WIP chose to focus on politicians this issue like so 
many past issues, because you don't know English and we only accept articles in English, or because we have an unspoken 
policy of making certain people of color, transgender people, Native Americans, Latinos don't get chosen for the front page...or 
maybe you aren't writing about it with the kind of format that we require! (Or finding someone else to cover it and write it in the 
format we require!)"  

or it should be: 

“If you don't see your issue being covered on the front page of the Works In Progress, Sitting Duck, Cooper Point Journal, 
Olympian or Green Pages it's because our slogan is: If you’re White, you’re just right!  If you’re not white, you’re not topical for our 
front cover”   

Not “Topical”, as Jethro said..  

WIP should stop harassing marginalized people who've decided to stop being their back-of-the-bus and back-of the-newspaper 
victims and show love for people trying to make a better world without worshipping politicians like WIP does.  

Again... 

I say to you: 
<!--[if !supportLineBreakNewLine]--> 
<!--[endif]--> 

….So, If you really want to hear from people about how WIP, Green Pages, The Sitting Duck, Riseup.net, The Volcano Weekly 
and Cooper Point Journal discriminates just organize your own Media Reform conference instead of complaining about people 
who've decided they are tired of your back-of-the-bus, back-of-the-newspaper routine for people of color and marginalized writers. 

You (and several other commenteers) asked me to submit you an article.  My above comment is about 1,100 words, which is near 
standard 1,000 word length for articles.  Anyone who wants to print it can Feel free to print. Consider it my official submission and 
copyleft..  I title it: “So start placing people of color, transgendered people and marginalized people articles, events and protests 
on the front, instead of hiding them in the back and censoring them time and time again.”  If you, like Sitting Duck, pay people for 
articles, please feel free to donate my money to getting a Spanish language translator for your English-only biased newspaper. 

The only thing ‘divisive’ about conferences like BINN is the angry people who apply such labels like ‘divisive’ to people who no 
longer want to be victims of the back-of-the-bus, back-of-the-newspaper routine which so many corporate and progressive and 
corporate newspapers put marginalized writers and people of color through. 

There is someone who loves a better world after all that doesn’t involve placing politicians on podiums.  Thank you to BINN and all 
those who attend BINN and those who organize conferences like BINN in their area of their world. 

Gracias, BINN. 

http://www.olywip.org/site/page/year/2007.html
http://www.olywip.org/site/page/issue/2007/09.html
http://www.olywip.org/site/page/issue/2007/08.html
http://www.olywip.org/site/page/issue/2007/07.html
http://www.olywip.org/site/page/issue/2007/06.html
http://www.olywip.org/site/page/issue/2007/05.html
http://www.olywip.org/site/page/issue/2007/04.html
http://www.olywip.org/site/page/issue/2007/03.html
http://www.olywip.org/site/page/issue/2007/02.html
http://www.olywip.org/site/page/issue/2007/01.html
http://www.olywip.org/site/page/year/2006.html
http://www.olywip.org/site/page/year/2005.html
http://www.olywip.org/site/page/year/2003.html
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Laura Laura Rodriguez 

"I was at the jail where a lot of protesters were being held and a big crowd of people was chanting `This Is What Democracy 
Looks Like!' At first it sounded kind of nice. But then I thought: is this really what democracy looks like? Nobody here looks like 
me." --Jinee Kim, Bay Area youth organizer 

Quoted from an excellent article titled: 

Where was the Color in Seattle?: 
Looking for reasons why the Great Battle was so white.  
by Elizabeth 'Betita' Martinez  

http://colours.mahost.org/articles/martinez.html 

  

ok 

Submitted by Rob Roy on Tue, 10/23/2007 - 10:56pm.  
While I really do understand where you're coming from, and have similar criticisms of just about every publication you mention, I 
have to say that I don't think it holds up in the case of Works In Progress. They have historically covered issues that are incredibly 
challenging to the status quo. I used the word divisive because the way this whole BINN thing is being presented doesn't leave 
any room for a conversation about making these news sources better. I don't personally know everyone involved with WIP, but the 
ones I do know care about the issues you mention and I honestly do believe that if your specific issue is not being covered then 
you should try to work with them to get them covered. They have most certainly run articles covering LGBT issues, perhaps not 
the specific topics you'd like, but again, they are a submission based publication and do not have a staff of paid writers. 
Submission based publications are at the mercy of those in the community who choose to write articles for them, and don't have 
the time that publications like the Olympian, with their paid staff, have to cover all of the topics they might like. To simply write off 
their plea for submissions as some sort of privileged laziness or as an attempt to oppress classes of people is a little irresponsible. 
I urge you to take them up on their offer and submit the kind of content you'd like to see, I'm sure you'd find an open door and 
would be pleased with the results. 
»  

Thanks, Jethro!  

Submitted by li on Tue, 10/23/2007 - 1:29pm.  

Works In Progress has been in print since 1990 and has always been a collaboration between the community it serves and the 
dedicated people who donate huge amounts of time (and their own money) to bring the paper to press each month. It has long 
been understood that the entire community bears responsibility for the paper's content. Which leads me to wonder how much the 
organizer of this event actually knows about the publications whose members he has banned, or how much he knows about the 
community they serve.  

As someone also involved in local independent media, and therefore excluded from this event, I would like to request that 
someone who might be eligible for attendance consider writing up a report on what transpires at the event and submit to Works In 
Progress so the rest of us can better understand how to remedy our exclusionary practices. 

 

Is the Cooper Point Journal  

Submitted by MellyTheWideSweeper [A frequent user of the community blog who posts 
religious articles and who has publicly admitted, on the blog owned by 
‘PoliticiansFriend’, to having [quote] “wide-sweeping, stereotypical and 
even racist thoughts against these "typical Chinese" [unquote]] on Tue, 10/23/2007 - 
4:47pm.  
Is the Cooper Point Journal really supposed to focus on articles and issues away from the Evergreen campus? About the only 
issue I haven't seen covered in the CPJ is the continuing caiman troubles. Hardly seems exclusionary to me.  

http://colours.mahost.org/articles/martinez.html
http://olyblog.net/volunteer-drop-post-flyers-bias-northwest-news-and-media-conference#comment-33772
http://olyblog.net/user/rob-richards
http://olyblog.net/volunteer-drop-post-flyers-bias-northwest-news-and-media-conference#comment-33716
http://olyblog.net/user/libby
http://olyblog.net/volunteer-drop-post-flyers-bias-northwest-news-and-media-conference#comment-33734
http://olyblog.net/user/merwyn-haskett
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Catholic baiting is the anti-Semitism of the liberals. 
Peter Viereck , Yale Professor 

There is a big differnece between  

Submitted by  John on Tue, 10/23/2007 - 4:13pm.  
"submitting information to WIP" and submitting an actual story. Which is it? 
»  

 

Is It Just Me Or...  

Submitted by ory on Tue, 10/23/2007 - 4:21pm.  

Does the statement 'Staff Members of the Olympian, the News Tribune, Wo rks in Progress, Green Pages, Riseup.net, The 
Sitting Duck, The Volcano Weekly and Cooper Point J ournal are asked not to enter this conference in or der to encourage 
people to speak out about the way we’re left out!'  sound conflicting and kind of defeats the purpose? 

I mean, if you're trying to put discrimination and it's unfairness in the spotlight, why blatantly discriminate against others to make 
your point? 

Am I missing something here?  LOL! 

"Do not mistake for conspiracy and intrigue what can best be explained by stupidity and 
incompetence." - Unknown 

It's no different then when  

Submitted by MellyTheWideSweeper [A frequent user of the community blog who posts 
religious articles and who has publicly admitted, on the blog owned by 
‘PoliticiansFriend’, to having [quote] “wide-sweeping, stereotypical and 
even racist thoughts against these "typical Chinese" [unquote]] on Tue, 10/23/2007 - 
4:43pm.  
It's no different then when certain people invoke their minority status and claim that hating whites, or hating men, or hating 
Christians, doesn't count as discrimination. Some people will demand that only their issue gets heard, and if others get the 
spotlight they cry foul.  
I am the leader of the workers 
And I'll tell you why the Left is suspect 
Because there's something you don't understand 
Only my line is correct 
'Cause I am the vanguard of the masses 
And all of you should just follow me 
If you doubt my analysis 
You must be in the petty bourgeoisie 
David Rovics 

Catholic baiting is the anti-Semitism of the liberals. 
Peter Viereck , Yale Professor 

»  

 

 

http://olyblog.net/volunteer-drop-post-flyers-bias-northwest-news-and-media-conference#comment-33731
http://olyblog.net/user/guglielmo
http://olyblog.net/volunteer-drop-post-flyers-bias-northwest-news-and-media-conference#comment-33732
http://olyblog.net/user/jstplnonry
http://olyblog.net/volunteer-drop-post-flyers-bias-northwest-news-and-media-conference#comment-33733
http://olyblog.net/user/merwyn-haskett
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Hold on  

Submitted by  John on Tue, 10/23/2007 - 4:57pm.  
Ostensibly, they are asking staff from other papers to stay away so people can more freely express their concerns about the local 
media. I don't see this any kind of pernicious discrimination. It is, however, needlessly divisive. It also implies that people do not 
feel safe sharing a room with staff from the Sitting Duck or WIP. I find that hard to believe. 
»  

Well, the Sitting Duck asked  

Submitted by MellyTheWideSweeper [A frequent user of the community blog who posts 
religious articles and who has publicly admitted, on the blog owned by 
‘PoliticiansFriend’, to having [quote] “wide-sweeping, stereotypical and 
even racist thoughts against these "typical Chinese" [unquote]] on Tue, 10/23/2007 - 
4:58pm.  
Well, the Sitting Duck asked if they could print an email I recently sent them. What's that Groucho Marx said about not joining any 
clubs that would have him?  

Catholic baiting is the anti-Semitism of the liberals. 
Peter Viereck , Yale Professor 

I hate saying it....  

Submitted by Not on Tue, 10/23/2007 - 7:33pm.  
but I'll stick with the daily O, thanks anyway. 
»  

Why?  

Submitted by Ensign  on Tue, 10/23/2007 - 8:19pm.  

Can I ask why you hate admitting it?  I read it daily - nearly all of it.  I don't always buy into the content but it gives me an idea of 
my surroundings and what is going on in Olacwater and beyond.  Olacwater sounds a lot like the Doobie Brothers 'Black Water'. 

But, I also read WIP online, Sitting Duck and CPJ at Vic's, pickup LNC on occasion and other not so local publications on a 
regular basis (TNT and Seattle Times).  If I'm in Redmond or happen to stop by Tugboat Annie's I grab a Seattle Weekly or The 
Stranger or both.  I can't read The Stranger online for some reason.  I think it's the layout. 

There's nothing inherently wrong with The Olympian.  On occasion they create controversy with their coverage but isn't that what 
most periodicals are about?  You may disagree, but think about it first. 

Now, imagine The Olympian without the comments and how much better does it get for you? 

 

As you said  

Submitted by Steve on Tue, 10/23/2007 - 11:09pm.  

I don't like some of the content. Some of it I feel isn't really news. I've tried WIP, and can't handle it either. Why? The stories that 
I've seen when reading aren't important to me. I read the stranger simply for comedy relief. I read Oly because it's the least of 
evils imo, as far as local news goes. 

Oh, and the comments really don't bug me all that much anymore. I just choose not to read them.  

 

http://olyblog.net/volunteer-drop-post-flyers-bias-northwest-news-and-media-conference#comment-33735
http://olyblog.net/user/guglielmo
http://olyblog.net/volunteer-drop-post-flyers-bias-northwest-news-and-media-conference#comment-33737
http://olyblog.net/user/merwyn-haskett
http://olyblog.net/volunteer-drop-post-flyers-bias-northwest-news-and-media-conference#comment-33762
http://olyblog.net/user/norm
http://olyblog.net/volunteer-drop-post-flyers-bias-northwest-news-and-media-conference#comment-33767
http://olyblog.net/user/ehver-green
http://olyblog.net/volunteer-drop-post-flyers-bias-northwest-news-and-media-conference#comment-33774
http://olyblog.net/user/norm
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Quit whining.  

Submitted by Sako on Tue, 10/23/2007 - 9:39pm.  
Quit whining. 
 

Just because someone told you this in a radical the ory class....  

Submitted by Summerisle on Wed, 10/24/2007 - 8:45am.  
Doesn't make it so. You act like there's a secret conspiracy of white people at these publications who plot behind the scenes every 
night on how to exclude people of color and women. Yeah, we live in a fucked up society and institutions reflect this even when 
they're not consciously aware of it, however that's not the same as relegating people to the back of the bus.  
 
Of course because I've criticized you, even though I see where you're coming from in a sense, I'll be attacked as an agent of the 
patriarchy and a racist....which is probably what everyone who doesn't kiss your ass is labeled.  

Laura, It's great that you are organizing  

Submitted by limo on Wed, 10/24/2007 - 9:06am.  
No one here is complaining about that. Some of us have voiced concerns about the exclusionary nature of the conference. Others 
have merely suggested that you and others need to write the stories that you want to see printed. Rosa moved to the front of the 
bus, she didn't ask a white guy to do it for her. 
»  

See for yourself!  

Submitted by Jethro B on Wed, 10/24/2007 - 2:28pm.  
Well, regardless of Laura's contentions, I hope that people who feel the media is biased give Works In Progress a try. I go to every 
editorial meeting, and I can assure people that we are very interested in publishing stories about the disabled, people of color, 
sexism, heterosexism, the effects of capitalism, etc. Please send articles to submissions@olywip.org, and see for yourself! The 
deadline for the November issue is Friday, 10/26.  

NB: We're NOT so interested in publishing stories about how evil Planned Parenthood is -- we most definitely DO have a 
progressive bias, so consider yourself warned.  

»  

Now you did it!  

Submitted by limo on Wed, 10/24/2007 - 2:38pm.  
Now the fetuphiles are going to swarm the thread. 
»  

Bring 'em on!  

Submitted by Jethro B on Wed, 10/24/2007 - 4:25pm.  
Maybe it will keep them out of worse trouble.  
»  

Yes, See for yourself! Look for my article in WIP, Nov 2007 

Submitted by LauraRodriguez on Wed, 10/24/2007 - 5:57pm.  

 
Yes, regardless of Jethro's empty and false promises, I hope that people who think that WIP is NOT biased... look for my article in 
the Novemeber issue of Works In Progress. 
 
Everyone heard Jethro say that she goes "to every editorial meeting" so she can certainly let everyone know about her promises 
to include "all" articles.  Everyone heard her say she "can assure people that [WIP is] very interested in publishing stories about 
the disabled, people of color, sexism, heterosexism, the effects of capitalism, etc." 

http://olyblog.net/volunteer-drop-post-flyers-bias-northwest-news-and-media-conference#comment-33769
http://olyblog.net/user/sako
http://olyblog.net/volunteer-drop-post-flyers-bias-northwest-news-and-media-conference#comment-33778
http://olyblog.net/user/summerisle
http://olyblog.net/volunteer-drop-post-flyers-bias-northwest-news-and-media-conference#comment-33781
http://olyblog.net/user/guglielmo
http://olyblog.net/volunteer-drop-post-flyers-bias-northwest-news-and-media-conference#comment-33830
http://olyblog.net/user/janet-b
http://olyblog.net/volunteer-drop-post-flyers-bias-northwest-news-and-media-conference#comment-33832
http://olyblog.net/user/guglielmo
http://olyblog.net/volunteer-drop-post-flyers-bias-northwest-news-and-media-conference#comment-33848
http://olyblog.net/user/janet-b
http://olyblog.net/volunteer-drop-post-flyers-bias-northwest-news-and-media-conference#comment-33855
http://olyblog.net/user/karlamendez


 12 

 
Instead of sending my submission to their email address (where they can pretend they never received it) I posted it to the 
comment section above. 
 
It is the comment titled "So start placing people of color articles on the front, instead." 
 
Jethro also mentioned in one of her earlier comments: 
 
"no one has written anything and sent it to WIP lately about sexism in the mainstream local media, protests by people of color or 
immigrant issues." 
 
Well, I'm officially submitting my article to WIP, about "immigrant" issues in the above Comment/article which is 1,247 words so 
you have plenty of room to edit or censor it as you desire. 
 
Or am I consider "noone" to WIP? 
 
Do you think WIP will publish it? Yes, See for yourself! 
 
Jethro said "the deadline for the November issue is Friday, 10/26" so we all know she received my article in time, two days ahead 
of schedule.  I'm very prompt. 
 
I think it is very "topical"... as Jethro would say.  I think WIP readers (and advertisers) would be very interested to know how WIP 
continues to call themselves "progressive" yet, people of color stories never make the front page in 4 years (48 issues of WIP) the 
same way an Anglo-American made the front page, alone, in the October 2007 issue and so many, many other issues.  Is it 2007, 
or 1907?  When you Look at the front cover of WIP and see no people of color make front page new headlines you have to 
wonder. 
 
What does it mean when Latinos and people of color issues never make front page? 
 
It means 48 issues of WIP went by and their entire staff felt that the way Immigrants are increasingly oppressed in Olympia and in 
the USA wasn't important enough for the WIP front cover.  
 
What does it mean when Latinos and people of color issues never get even one page in Spanish? 
 
It means that the immigrant who are slaves for less than minimum wage in the Washington state farm fields so all the readers can 
have cheap fruit and vegetables never get to write a story about their oppression or even read a story about it in WIP unless they 
are priviledged enough to know English. 
 
Why does Jethro keep having to remind people that WIP is progressive, if WIP really is progressive? 
 
Thank you to everyone who loves immigrants (even non-English speaking immgrants) and considers them human beings enough 
to be included in real, progressive media!  It will indeed, as it always has, take gatherings, non-violent protests and people who 
really care about oppressed people, about non-English speaking people, to help people from beneath the foots of those in the 
media who won't make our suffering a front page priority. 
 
Gracias, everyone. 
 
-Laura Laura Rodriguez 
 
"Once people understand the strength of non-violence - the force it generates, the love it creates, the response it brings from the 
total community - they will not easily abandon it." 

"The food that overflows our market shelves and fills our tables is harvested by men, 
women, and children who often cannot satisfy their own hunger"  

 
 
--Both quotes by Cesar Chavez, Co-Founder of the United Farm Workers of America, Union Activist, Ethical Vegetarian, 
Philosopher, Activist 

The last quote was found on the below excellent article titled: http://www.nfwm.org/fw/housing.shtml 

Excerpt from that article:  

The New York Times also reported that: "The housing shortage (for farm workers) is so severe that in harvest time visits to 
farming communities up and down both coasts...workers were found packed 10-12 into trailers, and sleeping in garages, tool 
sheds, caves, fields and parking lots. Along the Columbia River in Mattawa, Washington, dozens of Mexicans up for the cherry 
harvest slept in crude tents and lean-tos. In Belle Glade, Florida, hundreds of decrepit shacks have been demolished, only to be 
replaced by ramshackle rooming houses."  
  

http://www.nfwm.org/fw/housing.shtml
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Laura, 

Submitted by Rob Roy on Wed, 10/24/2007 - 6:07pm.  
Honestly, that's not an article, it's a 1,247 word letter to the editor. You should write an article about your experiences with 
immigration/immigrants. I know I'd love to read it. I'm very active in anti-ICE activism as well as support for the families of arrested 
workers who are left behind to fend for themselves. Your perspective would be valuable to a lot of people. 

»  

 

Where did I promise to publish everything submitted ? 

Submitted by Jethro B on Wed, 10/24/2007 - 7:14pm.  
I wouldn't make a promise like that. I am tired of your antagonistic tone. You can submit things to WIP through the custoLaura 
channels, and everyone at the editorial meeting will consider it -- that's our process. Please respect it, and don't miscontrue what I 
have written. I have in no way promised to publish your work -- it's not my decision to make, but rather the collective's.  
»  

·   

Immigrants & marginalized no longer need bow to you r WIP (WHIP). 

Submitted by LauraRodriguez on Wed, 10/24/2007 - 7:42pm.  

No Promise?  What is this: "If you don't see your issue being covered in Works In Progress, it's because you aren't writing about it! 
(Or finding someone else to cover it!)" 
 
Not a promise?  What is it?  Just an empty slogan for your paper? A false campaign slogan to support your politicians and the 
front page politician article that you wrote? 
 
It is your tone that is antagonistic, belligerent and hostile and false in your claims to be inclusive.  Statements such as "regardless 
of Laura's contentions" don't exactly make you sound non-antagonistic or open to critique about your biased English-Only 
politician-worshipping newspaper. 
 
So you're tired of my tone after only 3 comments and yet you're here complaning because you can't get into a 4 hour conference 
that is meant to give constructive criticism about newspapers like yours that are proven biased?  Again, I say To BINN: Thank You 
For Keeping Works In Progress Out.  
 
Please be certain to ask your collective to create their own Media Reform conference, so that way when people ask you at your 
own Media Reform conference, Like I did here, to treat immigrants like human beings, you can tell them as well: "I am tired of your 
antagonistic tone." 
 
SO that way when people submit articles to you at your own conference, Like I did here,  you can tell them as well: "I am tired of 
your antagonistic tone." 
 
Do you still wonder why people of color don't submit articles about immigrants to you? 
 
You did indeed say: 
 
"no one has written anything and sent it to WIP lately about sexism in the mainstream local media, protests by people of color or 
immigrant issues." 
 
Guess what.  Word spreads quick when people like yourself DON'T REALLY want to hear about immigrant issues. 

Immigrants are done bowing to your WIP (WHIP).  Immigrants and marginalized people no longer need bow to your WIP 
(WHIP).  We're not your slaves and we're not going to be quiet about your back-of-the-bus, back of the newspaper routine that 
you play with immigrant issues.  Want to read about slaves?  I placed a few articles below about Slaves....immigrants who don't 
make the front page of your newspaper like the politicians did in Oct 2007.  Guess the immigrant issues and ICE raids weren't 
important enough for WIP front page.  

Thank you to everyone who loves immigrants (even non-English speaking immgrants) and considers them human beings enough 
to be included in real, progressive media!  It will indeed, as it always has, take gatherings, non-violent protests and people who 
really care about oppressed people, about non-English speaking people, to help people from beneath the foots of those in the 
media who won't make our suffering a front page priority. 
 

http://olyblog.net/volunteer-drop-post-flyers-bias-northwest-news-and-media-conference#comment-33856
http://olyblog.net/user/rob-richards
http://olyblog.net/volunteer-drop-post-flyers-bias-northwest-news-and-media-conference#comment-33857
http://olyblog.net/user/janet-b
http://olyblog.net/volunteer-drop-post-flyers-bias-northwest-news-and-media-conference#comment-33858
http://olyblog.net/user/karlamendez
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Gracias, everyone. 
 
-Laura Laura Rodriguez 
 
"Once people understand the strength of non-violence - the force it generates, the love it creates, the response it brings from the 
total community - they will not easily abandon it." 
 
"The food that overflows our market shelves and fills our tables is harvested by men, women, and children who often cannot 
satisfy their own hunger"  
 
 
--Both quotes by Cesar Chavez, Co-Founder of the United Farm Workers of America, Union Activist, Ethical Vegetarian, 
Philosopher, Activist 
 
The last quote was found on the below excellent article titled: http://www.nfwm.org/fw/housing.shtml 
 
Excerpts from Immigrant slave articles below: http://www.nfwm.org/fw/slavery.shtml 

 In five cases since 1996, a dozen Florida farm labor contractors, smugglers and their associates have been sent to prison for 
enslaving and exploiting farm workers. (Ronnie Greene, "New Farmhand Abuse Claims Probed." Miami Herald. December 4, 
2003.)  
Photo - NFWM Archives 
 

In June of 2002, three citrus contractors were convicted in federal court on charges of conspiring to hold hundreds of workers 
as slaves, threatening them with violence and holding them hostage over alleged $1,000 debts; according to the Associated Press. 
(Jill Barton, Associated Press writer, "Slavery Conviction Could Help Improve Farm Working Conditions." Naples Daily News. 
June 29, 2002.) 
 

In June 2002, six farm labor contractors were indicted on federal charges of holding uncodumented farm workers in conditions 
of forced labor; virtually enslaving them in unsanitary migrant labor camps near Buffalo, New York. According to the indictment, 
the workers were not allowed to leave the camps until all their debts were paid off; debts that were impossible to repay due to 
large paycheck deductions for food, housing and transportation. The contractors are also alleged to have used threats of physical 
harm against the workers as well as guards to monitor their movements. [more] 
 

In December of 2003 the Palm Beach Post published a series of articles entitled, simply, "Modern Day Slavery". A product of 
nine months of in-depth investigative reporting by a team of Post writers, it describes two new slavery cases, cases not yet 
investigated by authorities but researched and reported by Palm Beach Post journalists. 
(http://www.palmbeachpost.com/hp/content/moderndayslavery/reports/browning1207.html) 

 You sound pretty angry... 

Submitted by Ronnie on Wed, 10/24/2007 - 8:25pm.  

...but your anger at Jethro (or WIP) seems misplaced. Jethro is someone who has worked hard in our community for social justice 
and equality. She is not your enemy. (If you would like a list of enemies, I'd be happy to provide one.) It sounds to me that your 
voice is needed, and WIP (or The community blog) is an appropriate venue to be heard. So, please educate us about the issues 
that you care about.  

 
When you think of the long and gloomy history of man, you will find more hideous crimes have been committed in the name of 
obedience than have ever been committed in the name of rebellion. -C.P. Snow 
»  

 

"no one has written anything and sent it to WIP lat ely."  

Submitted by LauraRodriguez on Wed, 10/24/2007 - 9:07pm.  

"It is easy to fly into a passion--anybody can do that--but to be angry with the right person to the right extent and at the right time 
with the right object and in the right way--that is not easy, and it is not everyone who can do it."  
Aristotle  
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http://www.nfwm.org/fw/slavery.shtml
http://www.flsny.org/kclip1/nytimesslv1.html
http://olyblog.net/volunteer-drop-post-flyers-bias-northwest-news-and-media-conference#comment-33859
http://olyblog.net/volunteer-drop-post-flyers-bias-northwest-news-and-media-conference#comment-33862
http://olyblog.net/user/karlamendez
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Jethro said: 

"no one has written anything and sent it to WIP lately about sexism in the mainstream local media, protests by people of color or 
immigrant issues." 

Readers, many of you are completely unaware of how WIP, Sitting Duck, Cooper Point Journal and others censor people of color 
issues, disabled people issues, issues about patriachy, sexism and you really don't understand the injustice of it.  SOme of you 
really don't care and have stated as much in one way or another.  And I'm not here to try to convince you to care, sorry, thats too 
hard.  But this is a rare chance and what I desire to do is simply let you see for own eyes how WIP states "no one has written 
anything and sent it to WIP lately about sexism in the mainstream local media, protests by people of color or immigrant issues" 
and yet when they are given those issues, they continue to ignore those issues as they have censored those issues from their 
front page for 4 years straight.  

Instead of sending my submission to the WIP email address (where they can pretend they never received it as they have done 
many times to me and my friends) I posted it to this comment section above. 
 
Well, I officially submitted my article to WIP, about "immigrant" issues in the above Comment/article which is 1,247 words... and 
then Jethro came up with an excuse why not to publish it or how I should submit it another way and "respect" that.  Now I am 
officially passing on an immigrant protest to WIP. 

Here is the article as sent to me:  

 Article Title:  

"Protest Tacoma ICE:  November 9th & 10th"  

 "Tacoma has the biggest Homeland Security Detention Center in the North West! They have been tearing apart families, 
separating children born here from their parents and loved ones that were not. Sixty-four people have died in these detention 
centers since 2004, and just recently about three hundred people were made ill from the food given in the Tacoma Detention 
Center. We have had enough of this in our communities! Enough of these secret raids! We want this facility OUT of Tacoma!"  
 
"Downtown Will NOT have business as usual! We plan on shutting down the downtown area of Tacoma to send a very clear 
message that will be heard by the powers that be, that we do not want this detention facility any where near us and our 
communities."  
 
"There will be a designated green zone at S. 17th and Pacific on the corner and in the grassy park across from the art museum. In 
this area only 100% LEGAL forms of protest will be taking place! Bring puppets, musical instruments, signs, banners, creativity 
and passion. The rest of down town will be open to diverse and creative tactics!" 

And here is another article that WIP can share with people: 

"In 2004, the state of Washington found that one in five farmworkers who handles pesticides experienced significant health effects. 
(Messages from monitoring, April, 2005)"  

 So now WIP has to make that decision, do they:  

A. continue pretending "no one has written anything and sent it to WIP lately about sexism in the mainstream local media, protests 
by people of color or immigrant issues."  WHich is not true in case you haven't figured it out by now. 

B. Write another front page article about a politician, then fill most of the other pages about another politician like they did for the 
October 2007 issue. 

C.  Actually publish an article about "protests by people of color or immigrant issues." 

D. [Insert your peanut gallery humor here... theres always time for humor] :)  

Thank you to everyone who loves immigrants (even non-English speaking immgrants) and considers them human beings enough 
to be included in real, progressive media!  It will indeed, as it always has, take gatherings, non-violent protests and people who 
really care about oppressed people, about non-English speaking people, to help people from beneath the foots of those in the 
media who won't make our suffering a front page priority. 
 
Gracias, everyone. 
 



 16 

-Laura Rodriguez 
 
"Once people understand the strength of non-violence - the force it generates, the love it creates, the response it brings from the 
total community - they will not easily abandon it." 
 
"The food that overflows our market shelves and fills our tables is harvested by men, women, and children who often cannot 
satisfy their own hunger"  
 
--The last two quotes by Cesar Chavez, Co-Founder of the United Farm Workers of America, Union Activist, Ethical Vegetarian, 
Philosopher, Activist 
 
The last quote was found on the below excellent article titled: http://www.nfwm.org/fw/housing.shtml  

Photo below are of Immgrant children working in farm fields: 

 

Childhood & Child Labor  

(See also: Farm Worker Links and Resources) 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  Hundreds of thousands of adolescent farm workers are laboring under dangerous and grueling conditions in the United 
States. These children often work 12-hour days, and during peak season, may work 14 hours a day or more, seven days a week. 
One-third of those interviewed by Human Rights Watch (an international human rights organization) reported earning significantly 
less than the minimum wage. Some workers were paid as little as $2.00 an hour." ("Fingers To The Bone: United States Failure 
To Protect Child Farm Workers." Human Rights Watch. New York. June 2000.) 
 

Agriculture is the most dangerous occupation open to minors in the United States. When children work in the fields, 
occupational injury presents an even more significant risk than for adults because of their lack of experience. Children working in 
agriculture in the U.S. represent only 8% of the population of working minors, yet account for 40% of work-related fatalities among 
minors. An estimated 100,000 children suffer agriculture-related injuries annually in the United States. (Ibid.) 
 

Under existing U.S. law, adolescent farm workers can work at younger ages, for longer hours, and under more hazardous 
conditions than children in other jobs. The Fair Labor Standards Act sets age 12 as the legal limit for farm work, with exemptions 
available for children as young as 10 or 11. Studies have shown that many children under age 12 continue to do farm work.This 
double standard amounts to discrimination against child farm workers, the majority of whom are Latino. (Ibid.) 
 

Even when children do not work, they may be at risk. Because child care facilities are rarely available, many farmworker 
children are present in the fields and thus are exposed to pesticides on plants and in the dirt. Children have a smaller body mass 
than adults and their metabolisms differ from those of adults. As a result, it is thought that the consequences of pesticide exposure 
may be more severe for children. (www.ncfh.org)  

  Children of migrant farm workers have high rates of parasitic infections, malnutrition, and dental disease. They are also less 
likely than other children to be fully immunized. ("United States Farm worker Fact Sheet." Student Action With Farm workers. 
Durham, North Carolina.) 
 

Changing schools often is hard on migrant children emotionally. Children are more likely to drop out of school if they change 
schools four or more times. The Migrant Head Start Program, a federally subsidized educational program, has proven to be very 
beneficial to children who move frequently but, as with most programs, the need outweighs the resources. However, there is some 
hope in recent years. Despite the deep emotional ties and traditions that bind the farmworker family, it appears that more students 
are now being allowed to stay behind in school when other family members migrate. Educators who work with migrant children 
say that 55 percent of migrant children graduate nationwide, compared with only 45 percent just a few years ago. (www.ncfh.org) 
 

Additionally, differences in the acculturation levels of parents and children place a strain on the family. Due to their superior 
English language fluency, some migrant children refer to themselves as negotiators for their parents, a role requiring skills well 
beyond those expected for a child's age. www.ncfh.org 

http://www.nfwm.org/fw/links.shtml
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And below is an article titled: 

FINGERS TO THE BONE:   

UNITED STATES FAILURE TO PROTECT CHILD FARMWORKERS  

http://www.hrw.org/reports/2000/frmwrkr/  

  

 

Why are you unwilling to respect our process, "Laur a"?  

Submitted by Jethro B on Thu, 10/25/2007 - 1:11pm.  
As a volunteer run organization, it makes things much easier and less time-consuming if authors will send articles and 
announcements to submissions@olywip.org as Word attachments. What you've pasted above is confusing. The first thing seems 
to be an event announcement. That is fine -- we would print it (slightly edited because it exceeds our 175 word limit for 
announcements) if you would send it to the submissions email by the deadline.  

As for the "article," some problems present themselves. Such as, who wrote it? Actually, there seem to be a slew of things cut and 
pasted into the comments without a byline, and I'm not sure exactly what is being submitted. Is there anything original, written by a 
local person? Or just reprints, which WIP may or may not have permission to republish? If you have something original which you 
would like to see published in WIP, please send it to submission@olywip.org as a Word attachment by the deadline of October 
26th. And please include a byline, "Laura."  

Fifi says, "Grow up, enfants!"  

Submitted by theSittingDuckEditor    on Wed, 10/24/2007 - 11:24pm.  
Well, you can pick on Fifi all you want – looks like it was her Biting Political Analysis that incited this reactionary crap. But Fifi is 
French and I assure you, she couldnt care less. But I swear I cant understand the attack on Works-In-Progress. WIP is great 
independent media ... they do wonderful work with almost no resources and along the way have to indulge whiney children. Lately 
WIP has been better than ever. Their last issue had some terrific stories. here's not much independent media in this country, so 
attacking what little is left just because you can't have it your way all the time is just silly. So you want to discuss how to have 
independent media but you dont want to invite WIP? That doesnt make any sense. In fact, I would say it's that kind of attitude that 
helps to explain why the activist left has become so impotent. As for the Sitting Duck, I would only point out that their lead story 
was an endorsement of a progressive woman for mayor (so much for your 'patriarch' bias crap) ... and the story about Lucky 
Eagle was an interview with Tom Smothers, an outspoken liberal entertainer who has spent his life supporting independent media 
and fighting against censorship. * Reply to this message * Delete this message * List messages  
»  

My good will  

Submitted by  John on Wed, 10/24/2007 - 11:29pm.  
if it was ever desired,...is gone. 
»  

 

Come on People ... Everybody get together  

Submitted by Jr. M on Thu, 10/25/2007 - 1:30am.  

Unfortunately, due to a change in my work schedule, I am currently unable to attend WIP editing meetings. But if I were able to 
attend the upcoming session for the Nov issue and Laura's “article” came in as printed above, I would vote NOT to print it -- just as 
I always vote against libelous, redundant, ad hominem rants, regardless of the target. We don't have space for such nonsense. 
Column inches in a print publication come at a high premium and WIP is seriously underfunded.  

For Laura to characterize her rant as “an article about 'immigrant' issues” is an insult to a serious topic which deserves serious 
coverage. As a person who purports to have insight into that issue, I invite her to write something substantive. Although WIP 

http://www.hrw.org/reports/2000/frmwrkr/
http://www.hrw.org/reports/2000/frmwrkr/
http://www.hrw.org/reports/2000/frmwrkr/
http://www.hrw.org/reports/2000/frmwrkr/
http://www.hrw.org/reports/2000/frmwrkr/
http://olyblog.net/volunteer-drop-post-flyers-bias-northwest-news-and-media-conference#comment-33907
http://olyblog.net/user/janet-b
http://olyblog.net/volunteer-drop-post-flyers-bias-northwest-news-and-media-conference#comment-33869
http://olyblog.net/user/mr-mallard
http://olyblog.net/volunteer-drop-post-flyers-bias-northwest-news-and-media-conference#comment-33870
http://olyblog.net/user/guglielmo
http://olyblog.net/volunteer-drop-post-flyers-bias-northwest-news-and-media-conference#comment-33874
http://olyblog.net/user/sandy-m
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would very much welcome such an article, if Laura prefers a venue other than WIP, I would look forward to reading her article in 
whatever publication she chooses.  

The oppression of which Laura accuses WIP, which she likens to "forcing people of color to the back of the bus,” is based 
primarily on one blatantly false claim -- that WIP never puts people of color on the front cover or front page:  

“When is the last time a person of color article made front page status in WIP within the last four years?  

Answer: It NEVER Happened. Not once, NOT EVER.”  

In fact, a quick perusal of recent issues will demonstrate that people of color are found on the front cover and/or the front page of 
WIP in the following issues: 03/2005, 01/2006, 04/2006, 05/2006, 07/2006, 06/2006, 10/2006, 02/2007, 04/2007, 05/2007, 
06/2007. (Go to www.olywip.org .) And, as previously explained, there would be more and better representation of people of color 
if we got more submissions.  

It should also be pointed out that WIP has always had a strong LOCAL focus and specifically looks for locally focused or somehow 
locally connected articles for page one and the front cover. Which is why in the Oct issue, for instance, an Olympia mayoral 
candidate with a background in homeless advocacy is on page one, and Daisy Ouye's article about the internment of Japanese 
Americans during World War II is on page 10. If not for the timeliness and local significance of the coming election, it is very likely 
that Phan Nguyen's article would have made page one, which is usually the case when Phan writes for WIP. His work is always 
top notch and thoroughly researched, with considerable local as well as global significance.  

As I said previously, there are any number of issues which could stand to have better coverage in WIP. Working with what we get 
each month, we strive very hard to put together the best paper we can. We depend on the community, the readership, to submit 
articles on the the subjects they care about, and to be as concise and focused as possible in the process. We are, after all, 
stewards of a highly finite resource.  

Laura ... Malcolm ... whoever you are, I think we've pretty well exhausted this discussion. Obviously, you see an unfulfilled need in 
this community and must have some ideas of how best to satisfy it. I truly look forward to seeing what comes out of your 
conference. If it's creating a new publication you seek to achieve, trust me, you've got your work cut out for you. 

I wish you all the best in your efforts. 

(And if you want something to be considered for publication in WIP, you need to send to: submissions@olywip.org .) 

Love to the People,  

-Jr. 

PS: Thanks, Mr. Mallard ... For the kudos, and for your work. But please try to cut local activists a little more slack.  

WIP rocks  

Submitted by PoliticiansFriends [who has created multiple personal religious 
websites, including the one included below each of his blog posts, 
and has a personal religious blog on The community blog and writes 
continuously about the politician and supports the Politician, in every 
way, who was featured on the front page of the October 2007 issue of 
WIP] on Thu, 10/25/2007 - 12:48am.  

Just wanted to give a big "Thanks" to Jethro and Jr. et al for doing the real work... the hard work of gathering submissions, 
thinking through all the tough decisions faced by editors, laying out the newspaper, and getting it out to readers.  You folks are 
righteously subversive, in the way that can only be accomplished by being willing to work hard and stay at it. 

Some people out there like to act like jerks.  Some act like jerks and claim that they're just being "good Christians".  Others act like 
jerks and claim to be "good activists".  But the real truth is that jerks are just jerks.  Don't pay too much attention to them. 

Keep up the good work at WIP!  

http://olyblog.net/volunteer-drop-post-flyers-bias-northwest-news-and-media-conference#comment-33876
http://olyblog.net/user/phil-owen
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The Canaanite's Call 

 

Thanks for the words of support.  

Submitted by Jethro B on Thu, 10/25/2007 - 12:47pm.  
The upcoming weekend is my monthly "WIP weekend," where I spend a lot of time reading, formatting and printing the articles 
and announcements that come in right before the Friday deadline, in preparation for the Sunday night editing meeting. It's not 
terribly exciting work, and I'm glad to know that not everyone thinks I'm doing it solely because I'm so eager to oppress other 
people.  

As for "Laura," I must express admiration for her/his zeal. He/she seems to have a great deal of time and energy on her/his hands 
for tilting at windmills. Between my job and my kid, I don't even have time to READ all "Laura's" posts. How fortunate she/he is to 
have the luxury of time to write so much, something a lot of working people don't have. Love for the people!  

Is Laura an alias?  

Submitted by Britney on Thu, 10/25/2007 - 3:26pm.  
I was reading the comments (I laughed, cried, then got hungry) then I noticed that at the end Jr. wrote:  

"Laura ... Malcolm ..., whoever you are,"  

then Jethro wrote:  

"Laura" (in quotations)  

to me, this is written to suggest Laura is an alias. In the instance of the first comment it seems like Laura might be a person 
named Malcolm??? does anyone have any insight on this? Just wondering. :) 

Just a hunch  

Submitted by Jr. M on Thu, 10/25/2007 - 4:27pm.  

First, I'll point out that many people use an alias on blogs. In fact, it seems that most people do. So, I'm not necessarily implying 
that there's anything inherently wrong with that.  

But I could not help but notice what seemed to me to be a very similar use of language and style as well as similar message 
content between Laura and a person who goes by Malcolm. I had opportunity to observe this similarity largely because of 
Malcolm's writing related to another event Malcolm organized last month”.  

I could be totally wrong, but the similarities constituted, for me, a very interesting coincidence. I made the reference not to discredit, 
but as a way of letting Laura/ Malcolm know that I noticed these similarities. 

» Media: "This is no simple reform. It really is a revolution." GS 
Submitted by LauraRodriguez on Thu, 10/25/2007 - 9:24pm.  

 First, I want to thank those who spoke up about not liking or not reading WIP any longer.  
 
Second, I want to say that there are over 50 comments here, and no one mentioned Works in Progress creating their own 
event.  Rather, they and a few of their fans, attack BINN, an event for people of color and marginalized people who are tired of 
being censored by groups like Works in Progress.  If WIP is so great, why attack a free event where people of color and 
marginlized people can finally speak their mind without being attacked and belittled by people like WIP?  I very much like they way 
that I am attacked by WIP on The community blog. 

It shows why: 

#1.  If Jethro or Jr. had any private information or emails to say that I am Malcolm, Martin or Emma or anybody else, I appreciate 
the fact that they easily shared it with everyone, on a public blog because it shows you why WIP cannot be trusted.  The most 
important aspect to an activist writer is privacy, privacy, privacy, and based on what you've seen here do you honestly think Jethro 

http://canaanitescall.blogspot.com/
http://olyblog.net/volunteer-drop-post-flyers-bias-northwest-news-and-media-conference#comment-33904
http://olyblog.net/user/janet-b
http://olyblog.net/volunteer-drop-post-flyers-bias-northwest-news-and-media-conference#comment-33951
http://olyblog.net/user/alexpastie
http://olyblog.net/volunteer-drop-post-flyers-bias-northwest-news-and-media-conference#comment-33964
http://olyblog.net/user/sandy-m
http://olyblog.net/volunteer-drop-post-flyers-bias-northwest-news-and-media-conference#comment-33978
http://olyblog.net/user/karlamendez
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and Jr. would keep your information private? if they got upset with you? if they were at risk of going to jail?  Ethical newspaper 
writers would go to jail before revealing someone with private emails or information they received.  We have to create a new 
radical form of media that respects privacy.  Every insult thrown at me was worth it to watch Jethro and Jr., members of Works in 
Progress (WIP or WHIP), disclose private information and a person's name, on a public blog, based on emails they received.  I 
want it to be a warning to those activist writers who are actually working for a better world who make the mistake of critiquing WIP 
or trusting WIP or any other newspapers that don't have strict privacy policies for protecting radical activists. 

Just another reason why I'm glad Whp was asked not to come to BINN.   

#2. We have to have a new, radical form of media made where politician-worshippers (newspaper that promote some/belittle other 
politicians) like WIP can't attack people who are tired of politicians taking center stage while Immgrants die in the fields.  As long 
as they have the time on their hands to attack people, on the community blog, or anywhere else, censor articles by people who 
speak out against them, who will come out and speak about their endless English-Only Racism and lack of truth?  Do articles 
about physically disabled people get front page?  When you're in a small Northwest city like Olympia, its a sacrifice to speak out 
against racism, because of people like WIP who decide they will support politicians and ignore minority events, ignore 
transgendered issues, belittle your events and ignore marginalized people no matter what the cost.  WHIP has already made 
countless excuses why they won't publish the ICE Immigrant minority event in Tacoma and yes, the article (no matter what they 
choose to call it) that I gave them ...so now you clearly see how minority events are censored by WHIP.  Excuses, excuses, 
excuses.  But no, don't call it racism.  

Please visit the website of on the front cover and/or the front page of WIP in the following issues (I provided the links in my above 
comment) for: 03/2005, 01/2006, 04/2006, 05/2006, 07/2006, 06/2006, 10/2006, 02/2007, 04/2007, 05/2007, 06/2007. 

And you will see it is more racial tokenism.  Do you see a person of color on the front cover by themself like the politician by 
themself on the current Oct 2007 issue.with not even a by line of other articles on the front cover?  No.  Just more half-truths and 
twisted perceptions. 

#3.  The people and victims who work in the farm fields don't have the chance to say how they feel about WIP.  No.  Only the 
priviledged people with computers who know English.  We have to have a new, radical form of media made where Spanish 
language access is a priority.  It won't happen at WHIP.  You've heard their "reasons." 

Everyone can say whatever they like about WIP.  Say it is good, say it is bad, say it has excuses for publishing politician articles 
and censoring minority events, say they will respect privacy "when need be" (????) say that WIP has endless excuses for 
remaining a English-only newspaper. 

I'm tired of it.  There are many non-English speakers who are excluded and victims of discrimination because newspapers like 
WHIP. 

WHIP and many other corporate and progressive newspapers in Olympia have a deep rooted fear of changing their English-Only 
ways to start including non-English speaking people of color events and people... they will not change.  

Even if BINN doesn't help jumpspark multilingual, media reform in Olympia...maybe it will inspire others to try.  Even if you come 
out of idle curiousity, or want to meet me in person, I hope to meet those of who who desire of a change from groups like WIP. 

"Collective fear stimulates herd instinct, and tends to produce ferocity toward those who are not regarded as members of the 
herd." 
-Bertrand Russell 

What you see here is the Fear of actually welcoming Non-English speaking people to have an equal voice in Northwest media in a 
country founded on slavery, genocide and racism.  Its just business as usual.  Everything else is just intellectual excuses. 

Staff Members of the Olympian, the News Tribune, Works in Progress, Green Pages, Riseup.net, The Sitting Duck, The Volcano 
Weekly and Cooper Point Journal have been asked not to enter this conference in order to encourage people to speak out about 
the way minorities are left out, so that others are not attacked as I am, and I think its a good thing. 

Thank you to everyone who loves immigrants (even non-English speaking immgrants) and considers them human beings enough 
to be included in real, progressive media!  It will indeed, as it always has, take gatherings, non-violent protests and people who 
really care about oppressed people, about non-English speaking people, to help people from beneath the foots of those in the 
media who won't make our suffering a front page priority. 

Gracias, everyone. 

-Laura Laura Rodriguez 
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"Once people understand the strength of non-violence - the force it generates, the love it creates, the response it brings from the 
total community - they will not easily abandon it." 

"The food that overflows our market shelves and fills our tables is harvested by men, women, and children who often cannot 
satisfy their own hunger"  

--The last two quotes by Cesar Chavez, Co-Founder of the United Farm Workers of America, Union Activist, Ethical Vegetarian, 
Philosopher, Activist 

The last quote was found on the below excellent article titled: http://www.nfwm.org/fw/housing.shtml  

"This is no simple reform. It really is a revolution. Sex and race because they are easy and visible differences have been the 
priLaura ways of organizing human beings into superior and inferior groups and into the cheap labour in which this system still 
depends. We are talking about a society in which there will be no roles other than those chosen or those earned."  

-Gloria Steinem  

 

Would you knock it off already?  

Submitted by PoliticiansFriends [who has created multiple personal religious websites, 
including the one included below each of his blog posts, and has a 
personal religious blog on The community blog and writes 
continuously about the politician and supports the Politician, in every 
way, who was featured on the front page of the October 2007 issue of 
WIP] on Thu, 10/25/2007 - 9:28pm.  

This is obnoxious.  And it's not activism; it's flaming a community blog.  You've already 
alienated just about everyone here, and I don't think you're going to find folks more 
radical than the ones that you've already pissed off here.  Give it up. 

PolticiansFriends is the most patient person I know ... 

 Submitted by Ronnie on Thu, 10/25/2007 - 9:41pm.  

...so if PoliticiansFriends thinks you're obnoxious, then you'd best pack it in. 

 
When you think of the long and gloomy history of man, you will find more hideous crimes have been committed in the name of 
obedience than have ever been committed in the name of rebellion. -C.P. Snow 
 
 
 

 

Ronnie [name changed] is an Anglo-American 
Male and the founder and maintainer of the 
English-only community blog.  
 

http://www.nfwm.org/fw/housing.shtml
http://olyblog.net/volunteer-drop-post-flyers-bias-northwest-news-and-media-conference#comment-33982
http://olyblog.net/user/phil-owen
http://olyblog.net/volunteer-drop-post-flyers-bias-northwest-news-and-media-conference#comment-33990
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Due to the number of attacks against the person 
of color, the blog was deleted by the original 
poster. 
 
Yet, less than 24 hours later, Ronnie, the 
founder of the community blog, placed the below 
entry at the top of the community blog (placed in 
a manner so that it would remain at the top of 
the page the entire day rather than scroll down 
as other posts do) and the attacks against the 
person of color continued and intensified. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The community blog posts against the person of 
color intensified from yet a third, much more 
vicious, and extremely sexist, writer of Works in 
Progress (whose name has been changed in 
this article to “John Rocker”), who has made 
certain Works In Progress remains English-Only 
and used the community blog as a forum to post 

Historic Side Note: John Rocker was an Atlanta Braves relief pitcher whose 
comments in a Sports Illustrated Interview about minorities and gays ignited 
calls for his ouster, apologized, and said he is not a racist.  One of his many 
comments was “The biggest thing I don't like about New York are the 
foreigners ... You can walk an entire block in Times Square and not hear 
anybody speaking English.”  In his apology he stated that he used the Sports 
Illustrated Interview “as a forum to retaliate at all the wrong injustices that 
had been done towards me and towards a lot of my teammates -- and I just 
went a little too far.”   
See article about John Rocker  here: 
http://archives.cnn.com/2000/US/01/13/rocker.apology/index.html 
 

http://archives.cnn.com/2000/US/01/13/rocker.apology/index.html
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his vicious insults.  Due to the vicious nature of 
those posts it was not placed in this booklet. 
 
However, the attacks from ‘John Rocker’ 
consisted of:  

1. An attack against the person of color’s self-identified race. 
2. An attack against the person’s self-identified gender.  This is the epitome of 

herterosexist attacks which is typical of WIP and is understandable as they have 
gone over 4 years without publishing bisexual/transgendered people as a front 
cover news stories in the way in which they published a politicians as the one and 
only front cover news story for October 2007.  To look through the archives of the 
last four 4 years of WIP news papers to verify that the LGBTQ community only 
receives “token” news coverage please visit the Wip website at www.olywip.org 
and you will see links to each of the past four year’s articles. 

3. An attack against the person’s self-identified place of birth which is typical of 
WIP as they often focus on politicians based in the USA. 

4. An attack against the person’s non-English Spanish speaking language skills 
despite the fact that WIP news paper has never had foreign language and has 
never budgeted any of their funds towards getting foreign language access on 
their website or in their printed newspaper. 

5. An attempt to disclose the person of color’s identity based on private emails sent 
to WIP.   

Again, it must be stated, that there is a great need to create a radical new form of 
multilingual, radical media which protects a person’s privacy, assures confidentiality and 

at the very least makes it mandotory that the staff and volunteers of the radical media 
organization are not permitted to reveal the names of people who contact them.  Many 

corporate and progressive newspapers in the Northwest such as WIP do not respect 
confidentiality.  Newspaper which which reveal a person’s idenetity like WIP especially 

endanger: 
·  Any undocumented immigrants who submit news stories and risks their very 

freedom by contacting newspapers that don’t practice confidentiality  
·  Any corporate or government whistleblowers who exposes corporate and 

government injustices by contacting newspapers that don’t practice confidentiality 
·  And woman or victim of domestic abuse who sends an article or contacts 

newspapers that don’t practice confidentiality to expose the domestic abuse in her 
life.  These victims may also risk their life when their violent domestic partners 
learn their private information as revealing private information is currently 
practiced by at least three members of WIP staff who have frequently revealed the 
names of people of color to the public who contacted WIP.” 
 
 

http://www.olywip.org/
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6. Slander, insults and derogatory remarks against other not-for-profit organizations 
which work to help people with multilingual, multiracial education, handicapable 
outreach and native language accessibility.  

7. Insulting stereotypes and factless demeaning accussatory remarks against the 
person of color backed up only by John Rocker’s two-word statement: “no 
doubt.” Just because a person is a minority in the USA, does it mean that they are 
violent? 

And after all of these attacks, what did two of the 
Community blog “moderators” say to John 
Rocker?  “Thank you, John Rocker.” 
 
All of these attacks were promoted, encouraged 
and reignited only after Ronnie, the founder and 
maintainer of the English-only community blog 
then posted the below Thread at the top of the 
community blog (placed in a manner so that it 
would remain at the top of the page the entire 
day): 
 
Open [attack] Thread�
Submitted by Ronnie on Fri, 10/26/2007 - 8:55am.  

It seems that the author of the announcement of the BINN event deleted the post last 
night. This was possible because of an oversight on my part (allowing users to delete 
events). It is disappointing because it interrupted a lively [attack against a radical activist 
and person of color] that was occurring. 

Note: The above community blog has a history of allowing, promoting, and encouraging 
such attacks against others to occur as seen in the below link which is a different private 
blog entry (owned by MellyTheWideSweeper, one of the participants in the above 
conversation) about attacks which occur on this community blog which are permitted  
and as seen above, encouraged by the community blog owner). 

http://rdos.blogspot.com/2007/09/she-was-girl-from-birmingham.html#links 

Here is an excerpt from the above link: 

http://rdos.blogspot.com/2007/09/she-was-girl-from-birmingham.html#links
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“Do you think founder and moderator [Ronnie] is going to delete those comments, or at 
least admonish the poster on their inappropriate method of communication? Don't count 
on it. Yet have someone make an oral sex reference, and the good doctor will see to it 
that only positive conversation is allowed. It'll be final proof about what sort of 
impartiality he truly exhibits towards open communication.” 

“Open Communication” for many community blogs and newspapers means that attacks 
on people of color and radical activists are permitted.   
 
Indeed, as seen above, for people of color and Radical Activists 
[who support Multilingual access and] to be attacked is permitted 
on many English-Only community blogs and permitted by 
corporate and ‘progressive’ newspaper staff and volunteers 
worldwide. 

Are you ready for a different type of multilingual, radical media 
which supports radical activists, people of color and marginalized 
people instead of allowing politician-worshippers to attack radical activists, people of 
color and marginalized people? 

Quotes On Racism Relevant to The Above 
Conversation and Attacks 

Marian Wright Edelman: �

“If you as parents cut corners, your 
children will too. If you lie, they will 
too. And if parents snicker at racial 
and gender jokes, another generation 
will pass on the poison adults still 
have not had the courage to snuff 
out.” 
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“At the heart of racism is the religious 
assertion that God made a creative mistake 
when He brought some people into being”�

 Friedrich Otto Hertz  

 

“Let us all hope that the dark clouds of racial prejudice will soon pass away, and that in 
some not too distant tomorrow the radiant stars of love and brotherhood will shine over 
our great nation with all their scintillating beauty.”�

 Martin Luther King, Jr. (Civil-Rights Leader. 1929-1968) 

 “As you grow older, you'll see white men cheat black men every day of your 
life, but let me tell you something and don't you forget it - whenever a white 
man does that to a black man, no matter who he is, how rich he is, or how fine a 
family he comes from, he is trash.” 
 

Harper Lee (American writer b.1926) 
 
“Real courage is when you know you're licked before you begin, but you begin anyway 
and see it through no matter what.” 

Harper Lee (American writer b.1926)�

We must have the courage to create a 
multilingual, radical media which supports 
radical activists, people of color, feminists, 
marginalized people and outreaches to Non-
English speaking people.  Even if there are 
community blogs, or ‘English-Only’ newspapers 
which attack, censor and try to block us as 
marginalized people…. even if we have limited 
resources, we must have the courage to see it 
through no matter what.  If we succeed in 
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grasping the root cause of media censorship, 
and create media which supports radicals, 
feminists, people of color, and marginalized 
people… our children and future generations will 
be born into a world where media actually helps 
people working for a better world, instead of 
attacking people working for a better world. 

“When you are right you cannot be too radical; when you are wrong, you cannot be too 
conservative.” 

 Martin Luther King, Jr. quotes (Civil-Rights Leader. 1929-1968) 
 
“Radical simply means "grasping things at the root.” 

 Angela Davis quotes 

 

“The gift of loneliness is sometimes a radical vision of society or one's people that has 
not previously been taken into account.”�

 Alice Walker quotes (American writer, b.1944) 
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Multilingual Access to the 
Media and Guaranteed 

Privacy Will Enable 
Marginalized People Who 
Have Not Been Taken Into 
Account To Finally Have 

Their Voices Heard as We 
Endeavor To Create a 

Better World. 

 

Thank you for reading… 

 
Why We Need Multilingual Media 
That Supports Radical Activists, 
People of Color and Marginalized 
People 
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